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PENTECOST IV           June 20, 2021                     

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

and proves victorious over, ever more challenging situations of need. There are ten recorded individual 

miracles in chapters 4 through 8. Each group begins with a lake miracle and contains a feeding miracle. 

In this particular cluster, they are linked in a geographical sequence focused upon the Sea of Galilee 

which is actually a fresh-water lake, and one which is prone to sudden storms. Here, Jesus leaves the 

place of lakeside teaching on the west bank and crosses over to the other shore. 

hat kingdom as couched in hiddenness and 

t comes as no surprise if the 

journey to discipleship and the course of our own sojourns in this Pentecost season should at times be 

fraug calming of the seas. The 

joining the earlier miracles of healing. On the other, it can serve as a parable of discipleship. In fact, it 

--- 

al of the storm, 

the ultimate cry of fear, of doubt 

 Mark is notable for the degree to which his 

 

We find Jesus presented her in an even more unusual set of circumstances than those previously 

encountered involving the restoration of suffering human beings. This is because in this case, we witness 

who is 

this man who does such extraordinary things? The lake of Galilee is subject to sudden storms which can 

be quite violent. Jesus is initially asleep which is a detail which shows a sharp contrast with the panic of 

the disciples. This recalls the example of Jonah in the Old Testament who was also remarkable in being 

asleep in a storm. The contrast between calm assurance and overpowering fear is therefore meant to 

recall an earlier occurrence in the life of the people of Israel. Whereas Jonah was summoned to pray for 

divine intervention, however, Jesus is somehow expected to know what to do himself without 

later asserts his authority 

it were an unruly 
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a particular ve

The disciples, expert fishermen, did not look to natural causes for the abatement of the storm but rather 

saw in it another example of the extraordinary authority and obedience demonstrated by their Master. 

At the same time, the disciples once again show that they lack faith in the face of challenging 

with a display of d

some saving action, but the scale of that action here overwhelms them. And this appears to be the overall 

point of the story --- its demonstration of the divine authority of their Lord and Savior. In 

acknowledging the remarkable obedience of the wind and water, here the disciples, so frequently 

depicted in the New Testament as weak and lacking in understanding of the most basic messages of 

Jesus, show that they are prepari

 

over wind and wave VS. the disciples  lack 

faith after the healing.  

The trip across the lake represents the Gentile mission for Mark. The Sea of Galilee serves as a key transit 

territory to the Gentile cities of the Decapolis (a group of ten cities on the eastern frontier of the Roman 

Empire in the southeastern part of the Near East which formed a group functioning as  autonomous 

city-states dependent on Rome)

geography of the area, his purpose is not to describe geogr

boundaries which excluded non- The storm at sea represents the storms in the 

nations

uncontrolled power of the sea.  

The Jews were not a seafaring people, a vocation they left to their neighbors, the Phoenicians.  In ancient 

myth, the god of the sea was often the god of chaos. Most large bodies of water can almost instantly turn 

from calm to deadly. The fact that we cannot control the water is what leads to fear and 

misunderstanding. Because the Jews had little real-life experience with the sea, it came to symbolize for 

them the dark power of evil. 

confronting demons, we can see the connection between a large body of water with its power to 
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overwhelm and the unseen but real power of demonic forces. The ability to control what appears to be 

uncontrollable is the key to understanding what Mark is depicting here: the divine nature of Jesus which 

alone can account for the ability to manage what is normally not within the power of humans to 

influence, much less direct. 

And this power is now living in Jesus, and acting through him, defeating the forces of chaos by assuming 

 

omise of this text is not just you 

go let us go 

what Jesus was doing, whether that be preaching about parables or sleeping on a pillow. The promise of 

this text is also that there is something on the other side that Jesus knows about --- and needs to get us 

challe

when your location changes, so does your perspective and that of others as well. When your location 

first place. The act of faith is believing that experiencing another side is not only possible but even 

essential. 

Thanks be to God. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
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